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December 18. Being at my Lord Halifax's house, I saw the French ambassador come in privately, which was some surprise, for he came after business, it being then unknown that his lordship set up for chief minister. The same day it was asked of the Commons what they would do for the King after so long sitting to no effect in the matters the King required of them. It was answered, and by a vote of that House, that they would put Ids Majesty into a condition to defend Tangiers, would pay off all his debts, put the fleet into good condition, and make him able to assist his allies, provided he would grant their petitions in relinquishing the Duke his brother, pass an Act for the more frequent meeting of Parliaments, and change such officers about him as that House should nominate. Borne believed that the King would be tempted to comply; but the next day my Lord Halifax told me there wius no probability of it, for that it was like offering a man money to cut off his none, which a man would not suffer for a greater num.
The same day my Lord Hlafford came to the House of Lords, and was admitted under the hope that ho had something to discover or confess of the Popish Plot; but instead of that ho protested his innocence, and accused my Lord Shaftesbury for keeping conuspondeime witli the papists, and for minding him to the Duke of York to desire him to use his interest with the King to dissolve the long Parliament, an the bent thing to be done for the popish interest.
December 22. The Duke of Newcastle spoke for me to the Duke of .Albemarle in a concern which had no effect. 1 dined the same day with Sir Patience Ward, Lord Mayor of London.
December 24. 1 was at the King's going to bed. There were but four present; and his Majesty being in good humour, spent some time upon the subject of showing the client of «ucli as pretended i.o bo more holy and